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Innovations in the management of 
rural tourism

The transfer of the management functions to
non-profit non-governmental organizations:

• BPA “Rest in the village”

• Public Council on agroecotourism in six
regions of Belarus



Belarusian public association         
“Rest in the village”:

• coordinates

• regulates

• plans

• controls



• created on 20 November
2002

• 500 members

• Members of the 
association:  

teachers, farmers, 

employees, pensioners

BPA “Rest in the village”



The main purpose of the activity
of BPA “Rest in the village”

• to join people, willing to engage in rural tourism,

• to conduct the broad informational campaign about the 
possibilities of the rural tourism development in Belarus,

• to train professionals for rural tourism,

• to further the forming of regulatory and legal base in the 
rural tourism development,



The main purpose of the activity
of BPA “Rest in the village”

• to contribute to the economic stimulation of rural tourism,

• to organize the promotion of rural tourism in the internal
and foreign markets, 

• to ensure the quality of the tourproduct «Rest in the
Belarusian village», 

• to develop the  international cooperation in the fieldof 
agroecotourism.



Our motto: “Learning together - working together!”



More than 100 training seminars on various topics

were conducted for providers of rural tourism



Several promotional tours in farm-steads
were organized



A new subject "The reception of tourists in farm-
steads” in Gorodokskij professional - technical

college is intodused into practice.



Published the teaching
practice manual

«Rest in the village. 
Recommendations for the
organization of tourists

reception»



Published more than 700 articles, 
interviews, notes on the pages of
national newspapers, produced more
than 100 television spots and
programmes about rural tourism, 
more than 100 radioprogrammes



Produced promotional brochures "Rest in the
Belarusian village”, created sites
www.ruralbelarus.by, www.greenways.by, 
www.greenbelarus.com



Signed a cooperation agreement between the
Belarusian and Lithuanian Associations of

Rural Tourism



Provided the membership of Belarus in the well-known
organization ECEAT 

(European Centre for Eco Agro Tourism)



Provided the active participation in international
congresses, seminars, forums



The permanent stand"Rural
Tourism in Belarus" is 
plased on the international
fairs and markets in Minsk



The exhibition in Hanover,

Reisepavillon, 2006



Participation in the International Tourism
Exhibition ITB in Berlin, 2006, 2008



A preliminary categorization of farmsteads is 
carried out

Farmstead of high degree of comfort and
aesthetics with a large number of services.

Comfortable farmstead with a large number of
services.

Farmstead with a set of conviniences and
services. 

Modest farmstead with a small quantity of
services provided.



Award of the National Touring competition «Know
Belarus» in the nomination «For the state

approach»



The innovative models of rural tourism
development:

1. Development of rural tourism on the basis of 
small family hotels. 

2. Building of large and medium-sized private
agrotoutist’s facilities in rural areas. 

3. Creating public (less private) agricultural 
theme parks.



Building of large and medium-sized private
agrotourist’s facilities in rural areas:

• Specialized private hotels in the form
of stylized «agroturist’s villages»;

• The cultural and ethnographic centres
- Dudutki, Kortchma, Strotchitsi in
the village Ozertsi



Museum of rural culture and life «Dudutki»



Museum of rural culture and life «Dudutki»



Museum of rural culture and life «Dudutki»



The cultural and entertainment complex
«Kortchma»



The cultural and entertainment complex
«Kortchma»



Belarusian State Museum of folk
architecture and life in the village Osertsi



Creating public (less private) 
agricultural theme parks

• Promotion and publicity of agriculture
achievements in particular country;

• The persistence of practical skills and
demonstration of traditional methods of
agricultural production;

• The creation of tourist’s entertaiment
facilities



Agro-touristic complex «Vigoda»
SPK «Pervomayskiy»



Agro-touristic complex
«Vigoda»

SPK «Pervomayskiy»



Greenways as an innovative method of 
rural areas development





Greenways –tourists’routs of natural 
and cultural heritage, situated along the 
«green corridors» - rivers, traditional

and historic trade routes, natural
corridors.



4 directions of
Greenways

ecology and education
tourism and restoration

communications and ecology 

clean transport

economical development 

and public



Principles of Greenways

1. Support of local communities (ensuring of local economy profit, 
creating of new sources of income, protection of traditional activities).

2. Non-prejudice to rural areas and contribute to the protection of natural
and cultural heritage.

3. Using mainly local resources (nature, culture, traditions, food, services, 
etc.).

4. Consolidation of countries, regions, specific placesand people.

5. Help local people in assessing their own resources, in understanding its
uniqueness, identity, and in improving the quality of life. 

6. Help visitors in exploring the local communities, villages, towns or the 
region as a whole (the initiatives, projects, achievements).

7. Support (if possible) and non-motorized transport and sustainable forms
of tourism.



1. The main axis

2. The thematic nooses around the main
points

3. Ecotourism product

4. The local organizing group and
coordinator

5. Local initiative

Elements of Greenways



The first Belarusian project of Greenways
in Rossonsk area





Use of Local Agendas 21 century for the 
development of rural areas and small towns
on the principles of sustainable development

An integrated approach to the areas
development, combining economic, 
social and ecological goals



Principles for sustainable
rural tourism

Principles of 
environment 

protection

Social 
principles

Principles of 
maintaining
of cultural 

and material 
heritage

Economical 
principles

Satisfaction of tourists’ needs



The balance necessary for
the rural tourism prosperity

Tourists

Environment Local people



Agenda 21 forRossonsk area:

1. development of ecotourism infrastructure;

2. green economy (environmentally friendly
agriculture, traditional cuisine); 

3. ecological education; 

4. protecting the environment
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